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Mtll{DAY 3/18
..MATH 

FILMS
MATHATHON''
Mathematicians in filmi are

qsually poitrayed as,wack iobs
(Rrr5Pell Qrow- g':'i.n'2g0 1,s,A
Beautiful Mind; that dude in
199&'s Pr), though you could
make a case for the ,,hunky_

yet-emotionally_dlmaged,, :
blackboard bandit in Good Will
Hunting (1.9971. Bay Area film_
maker George Csicsery,s ,,Math
F,ilms Mathathon" docs sidestep
the clich6s, thankfully. Tonight
brings the local premiere of
Taking the Long View: The Life
of Shiing-Shei Chern, about
Lhe co-founder of Berkeley,s
Mathematica I Sciences Research
lnstitute, as well as lulia
Robinson and Hitbert's Tenth
Problem, notable not just for its
famous equation but also for .
focusing on a female numbers
whiz. March 2O,s docs spot_
light both the legendary (N is a- .
Number: A portreit.of piif'Eidos)
and the up-and-comi ng qHard
Problems: The Road to the,W
?uqhest Math Contest). (Cheryl :

Eddy)
Also l\4arch 20

Mathaffion: =.'

' '.*t':.:: :1

' aa ince 1970,.Bay Area filmmaker

l.=r,rr tsrLsery nas oeen maKrng

17 r,,r,.. rrnrs aoout a wroe range oI
subjects, with math emerging as his primary
interest. Four of Csicsery's math films will
play at the Roxie Mon., March 18, and Wed.,

March 20. Monday night's lineup features
ZOOA's'Litia nobinsotn and Hitbert's Tenth
Problem, a look at the American Mathemati-
cal Society;s first female president, and how
her major contributions to the solving of

. Hilbert's allegedly unsolvable problem

aided in the development of computers. lt's
paired with 2010's Taking.the Long View:

The Life of Shiing-shen Chren,about the

Julla Robinson and Hilbeft,s lenth
Problem

\

.Chinisemathematician iegarded as one of
the fathers of mbderri' differentjal'ge6metry.
The Marathon picks back up on Wednesday
with what may be the gem of the bunch:
1993's N ls a Num ber: A Portrait of Paut
Erddi,a portrait of the wandering (and

mercifully subtitled) Hungarian mathemati-
cian who published about 1,525 papers with
more than 500 collaborators. While you

come to terms with the fbct that your Erdos
Number will never be less than 5, consider
the travails of the teenagers in the evening's
other film, 2008's feature-length Hard prob-

lems: The Road to the World's Toughest
Math Contest. Thankfully, a talent for math .'

is not required to enjoy Csicsery's engross-
ing documentaries.

The Two-Night Mathathon: Four Films

by George Csicsery is March iB and 20 at
The Roxie, 3117 16th St., S.F.863-1087 or

.-\- d
;
E*s

roxie.com. (s.t.)

Not Rated.Plays Monday and
Wednesday at theRoxie.


